
Year 3 
Autumn 2: Maps in our local area 

 

   

Vocabulary 

Map 
 

A diagram of a place drawn from 
above.    

Need to know knowledge: 
 

1) Know that we live in England which is 
a country in the United Kingdom (UK).  
England is split up into counties and 
there are 48 counties.   
 

2) Know that the Earth is a sphere and 
an atlas shows maps of the Earth.   
 

3) Know the names and locations of the 
7 continents:  

 Europe  

 North America 

 South America 

 Africa 

 Asia 

 Oceania  

 Antarctica  

 
4) Know the 8 points on the compass: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5) Know that a map uses symbols to 
show different features.  This is called 
a key. Use symbols to draw a map. 

 
6) Know that a grid reference tells you 

where something is on a map.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nice to know knowledge:   
 

 

Grid Reference 
 

A location on a map shown by 
letters and numbers.    

4 Figure Grid 
Reference 

A location on a map shown by 4 
letters and numbers.    

6 Figure Grid 
Reference  

A location on a map shown by 6 
letters and numbers.    

Bird’s Eye View The view of an area from above.    

Key 
 

Symbols used on a map to show 
features.   

Urban Areas Towns and cities.    

County Dividing up countries into areas 
which contain many settlements.  
They have their own council.  

Rural Countryside areas. 

Cotton Spinning The process of how cotton is made 
into yarn.   

Samuel Crompton 
 

  

He was a famous inventor.  He 
invented the spinning mule which 
spun cotton.     



 

 

 

  

 


