
Year 5 
Spring 2: Invaders (Vikings) 

 

   

Vocabulary 

Viking  A Scandinavian warrior.    Need to know knowledge: 
 

1) Know that the Vikings came from 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark.  
 

2) Know that if a Viking died bravely 
in battle, they would go to 
Valhalla.   

 
3) Know that the first Viking raid was 

on the island of Lindisfarne in 793 
AD.   
 

4) Know that the Vikings managed to 
defeat all the Anglo-Saxons’ 
kingdoms, apart from Wessex. 
King Alfred the Great was the 
Saxon King of Wessex.  

 
5) Know that the Vikings started to 

raid again in 978 AD.  Aethelred 
(‘Aethelred the Unready’) was the 
Saxon king of England and he paid 
the Vikings to go away.  This was 
called ‘danegeld’.   

 
6) Know that a huge battle took 

place called the Battle of Hastings.  
William the Conqueror defeated 
the Saxon king, Harald Hardrada, 
in 1066.  

 

Nice to know knowledge:   
 

 
Norsemen The Vikings were ‘Norsemen’.  It means ‘men 

of the north’.   

Valhalla Pagan version of heaven.     

Scandinavia 
 

A tribe which came across from Germany and 
settled in Britain around 450AD.    Together, 
the tribes were called the Anglo-Saxons. 

Helheim  The home to the pagan goddess, Hel. 
Helheim is the kingdom of the dead.  

Long ship 
 

A fast ship made of wood.          

Kingdom  An area of land ruled by a monarch.      

Monastery  A large building where monks lived and 
worked.    

Treaty An agreement between two or more groups 
of people, or countries.      

Danegeld   Gold given to Vikings to persuade them to 
stop invading England.   

Danelaw The area of land in Britain ruled by the 
Vikings  

Battle of Hastings 
 

  

A battle which ended the Saxon and Viking 
rule in England.  William the Conqueror 
(William Duke of Normandy) defeated the 
Saxon king, Harald Hardrada, in 1066.  The 
Normans took control of England.  



 

 

 

  

  


